12th Grade past notes

Pilgrim's Progress: Chapter 8 notes

-The family represents The Church (The Body of Christ). They are comforters, and they prepare him for the rest of his journey, as well as dote on him the way the Body does when new Christians come to the church. 
-Pg. 66 - bottom paragraph: This is typical of Christians, (young and old), who identify with this plight. The inward desires of the flesh constantly war against the desires of the Spirit. Even Paul deals with it in Romans 7. (Go look it up!)
-"When I think about what I saw at the Cross..." These things are what pull us back to Christ. To imagine his suffering. To respect and recognize your blessings from God. And when you take comfort in the Holy Spirit. These things "conquer" the difficulties of sin and trial. 
-Charity (Char Char) tests him greatly with a difficult topic. They are discussing his family, something that he openly mourns and weeps about. He's not the only one. They're all giving him the 5th degree, because they want to know that he understands and that he didn't just have an emotional "come to Jesus meeting" without the wisdom and grounded nature of the Spirit. 

Homework:
None. If you have missing work, it due to me tomorrow, or I start deducting three points per day it's not on my desk. :)Z
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Pilgrim's Progress:
Chapter 9 Notes

-The valley Christian enters after meeting up with the family is called the Valley of Humiliation (hint hint, this is what may try to get Christian down). 
-Apollyon had scales like a fish (that represent his pride); wings like a dragon; and feet like a bear. Also had smoke & fire out of his belly, and his mouth was a lion's mouth. 
-Uses a lot of tactics against Christian that Satan uses against us - the truth, scripture, and lies. 
-Apollyon is the lord over the country Christian came from. This parallels how the flesh is of the world, a place that is Satan's playground. When we abandon our flesh for the Spirit, we leave behind the inherent, sinful desires that Satan employs through our flesh. 
-Apollyon is persistent. He keeps poking and poking at Christian with human reasoning to get him to turn away from his Prince (Christ) and even stoops so low as to try and make him feel guilty for the mistakes he's made on his journey. These are the lies Satan uses against us.
-Christian stands fast and refuses to budge. He tells Apollyon he'll always be pardoned by his Prince, no matter his sin, and Apollyon flies into a rage, and that's when the fight begins. 
-Christian gets hurt on his head, his hand, and his foot. 
-They fought for half a day
-The Double Edged Sword (the Bible) is what wounds Apollyon enough to retreat so that Christian saw him no more.
-The pathway in the Valley of Humiliation was extremely narrow - an important point that the path to God is its narrowest when trouble is all around. God expects us to stay the course because if it was easy...everyone would do it - with little sincerity toward God. (That doesn't mean only some people can come to God, it's just that lots of people want to come to God without the difficulty, and that's the entire purpose of this book - to show that relationship with God is important and difficult for good reason.)
-He starts to think his own voice is crying out the blasphemies he encounters in the valley because it is pitch black and disorienting. 
-Christian comforts himself with these things once he hears the voice quoting Psalms: 1) There are other God-fearing people in this valley. 2) God was with him. 3) If he could catch up to the others, he could have fellowship with them.
-There are some things that you cannot save yourself from - you must cry out to God like Christian does.
-Pagan & Pope are fun characters. Pagan is dead at this point, and the commentary on Pope being old and obnoxious is the fearless attitude most Puritans held for the Catholic church.

Homework:
-None.
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Pilgrim's Progress: Chapter 10 & 11 notes

-Christian & Faithful's journeys are very important to them. (Faithful reminds Christian of this just before Christian plays catch up and face plants.)
-John Bunyan has a sense of humor! 
-Their discussion of the path if very good for their new found faith. It's not good to be alone as a Christian.
-This brings me to the idea of Accountability. Having an "accountability partner" (as we've all heard before) is actually a really good thing. When you enter the real world and go to college, you're going to face challenges that you may have never encountered before. Take it from a recent college kid. Faithful & Christian are accountability partners.
-Moses beating up Faithful symbolizes legalism in the Old Testament. Your sins through the Law are never justified and produce guilt instead of satisfaction. 
-Each Christian's path to Christ is totally different. This is demonstrated in Faithful's account of his journey contrasting Christian's account.
-"He prefers a tender conscience." Kindness is key when dealing with people who get under your skin and with people who do not know God. You heap hot coals (according to the Bible) on their head and you count yourself blameless by not getting as angry & hateful as your "competitor". 
Chapter 11
-Talkative says everything...without saying anything at all. 
-He's sharply dressed.
-Really "easy going". "Everything's cool, man." 
-He knows the scripture, but he only knows it from his own discernment and not the discernment of the Spirit. 
-A good comparison is someone who accepted Jesus as a meal ticket out of Hell and then continues to live their life the way they want to.
-His idea of the word 'profit' is quite different from Faithful's. Also, at the word 'profane', Faithful turns aside to Christian. 
-Notice the emphasis on work in this book (Example, top of page 104). Everyone talks in terms of work, and wages. Just something to keep in mind.
-Prayer with too many words is as useless as a prayer to a false god. Remember it's a conversation with God - you're asked to listen to Him through His Spirit. 
-Remember, even though Talkative leaves after Faithful gives it to him straight, the seed is still planted. Do not get discouraged when you witness to someone and they sulk off. Sometimes, a fruit can be grown. 
-Evangelist is like Link's fairy buddy in Zelda (Navi). He shows up after a few major events to encourage the Pilgrims and give them mental and spiritual strength to carry on. This is how you should be once you give someone the gospel. Do not just leave them to their own devices. Check up on them. Stay with them. Continue to encourage them. 

Homework:
-Study
-Come up with ideas to bring to the study party tomorrow.
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Your notes and comments for the study guide were pretty impressive. I used 90% of your material. Excellent work, guys. I'm very proud.
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Here's the study guide.
Email me if you have
questions, and I'll answer them for you. 

Homework: 
-Study for Monday's test.
-Read chapter 12 
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Chapter 1-11 Test.

All of you did really well. Be proud! Great work. 

Homework:
Read chapter 12.
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Here's the PPT on chapter 12. I'll add more information for the next few days as we go along so you don't get bogged down with too much at once. :)

Homework:
-Read chapter 13 & find character ideas for the skit.
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Pilgrim's Progress: Chapter 13 notes

-"Becoming religious is a virtue, regardless of the means he employs to be so." (pg. 138) - Mr. Moneylover
-Christian's response: The man who takes up religion for the world will surely release religion for the world. 
-The people from the town of Fairspeech are all deceptive men. They believe that any path to luxury and blessings is the path one ought to take to get to the Celestial City (to God). But we know, from John 14:6, that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and that NO man gets to the Father but by Him. 
-Moneylover and his posse all use the logic and reason of the flesh to justify their beliefs about religion.
-These men are pompous
-Their knowledge of the bible is certainly at "milk" (baby) level, and never went past that into the meat section because they only went into religion on a surface level. 
-Major lack of submission in these guys
-Blessings were not meant to be sought, but meant to be humbly accepted at God's discretion.
-Large sense of Humanism in all of these characters that Christian is running into. It's all about me. 
-Pharisees ascribed to the same religion that these rich men did: sought money & power & prestige.
-No fear of God is evident. We have taken Him for granted in our lack of fear, and seek our own pleasures and happiness that are not remotely connected to the things of God's Kingdom. 
-Luxurious plain called Ease. They found Demas here. He "runs" or is the walking advertisement for the silver mines. 
-The silver mine is a dangerous place; the blushing on his face gives that away when he "defends it" by telling them it's dangerous to only those who can't handle it. 
-Demas is a huge metaphor for persistent sin when he keeps on trying to get Christian's attention. 
-Sometimes shame after we sin can help us appreciate God's grace a little more. 
-When our eyes are toward the Kingdom, and our joy is glorifying God, THEN our reward is great. But we did not glorify God so that we could have reward. We only humbly accept the benefits to please God, and as a sign of our devotion to Him, accepting His blessings are our way of enjoying God. And the blessings, if you'll notice, are not always 'things' or other earthly pleasures. Sometimes they are. But I can tell you from personal experience that the best rewards are rarely of this world. They're often things that make God happy, too. 

Homework:
-Read chapter 14 & 15. 
-Start putting together your characters. Don't just leave all of the writing to one guy - bring him ideas tomorrow. 
-Also, don't forget you owe me your study guides for a completion grade.
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Pilgrim's Progress: Chapter 14 notes

Homework:
-Gather ideas for your skit. Read chapter 15.
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Homework:
Read through chapter 16 this weekend, and keep in contact with Cody, the one who is going to write the assignment down. Great collaboration so far. Below is what you have up until this point. 
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