Pilgrim's Progress: Chapter Five (Because it's the most recent, and it's the biggest encounter)
"lest in your journey you meet with individuals who pretend to lead you correctly but whose ways lead to death." [pg 37] This is the crux of chapter 5.         -Each one of the figures they meet in Interpreter's house represent the ideas that a Christian must understand about Christianity.
-The Man in the Picture        
    -It's easy to say this is a mature Christian, due to the idea of him Fathering children (young Christians) or that he is holding a Bible and speaking words of truth.         
    -Argument for Christ: only Christ has authority of the "Master" <-- capital M, suggesting God, the deity. Also, the crown is a big indication.        
    -The argument for the Holy Spirit is valid considering the fact that the Holy Spirit is your guide once you have accepted Christ. This is especially relevant when you are in difficult places. 
-The Dusty Room        
    -"The dust is his Original Sin" - notice the capitalization. This is the sin of Adam, the inherent sin we are all born with.         
    -"Even though it reveals and condemns sin, it doesn't have the power to conquer it." The reason Christian chokes on the dust is that he is suffocated by works without grace. Bunyan wanted his audience to understand that the law reveals sin, but is not freedom from sin. It only makes the burden of the sin greater. 
-Passion vs. Patience: 
    -Interesting that the oldest is Passion. Why do you think that is? Especially considering Passion is depicted as a petulant child. As Cody noted in class, the story of Jacob and Esau was a great example of this.         
    -The important thing to note is the impatience and greedy, immediate nature of Passion. Our natural instincts, (especially in this microwave generation), are to want things in our own time, and that time is now.         
    -But the treasures of the kingdom of God are not only so much better, but they will be eternal glories, unlike possessions and desires of this world. Passion had his best things now. Patience will have his best things when the kingdom returns. "Whoever is first shall be last, and whoever is last shall be first." The indication is not just a matter of place, but also that those who have their treasures last will have them permanently.          
    -A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. This is usually a good metaphor, meaning I'd rather trust what I have in my hand than gamble for more. However, Bunyan uses it as a negative metaphor to say that Passion would rather take the one bird that is immediately in his hand rather than wait patiently to end up with two. 
-Eternal fire of grace: 
    -Really simple. Satan always tries to extinguish the flames of a saved man's heart, but Christ is the constant source of renewal through his grace and mercy. The faithful Christian knows that this is Christ's work without having to physically see the results of his actions (that's why Christ does this in secret). 
-The Man with Great Strength: 
    -The pilgrim who breaks through the armored men to get into safety. He has the guy with the pen write his name down so that the master of the house knew he belonged there, and then used his physical strength (a metaphor for spiritual strength) to break through armored men who blocked the doorway (metaphors for the difficulties a Christian will encounter before entering Heaven)
-The Man in the Iron Cage: 
    -There is a hot debate waiting to be had here, but I will keep it at this: appearances are not everything. "In my own eyes and the eyes of others, I was an honest and flourishing professor of faith." There are many people in this world who profess to be Christians, but do not really have a heart for God. They simply live by the rules because that's what they are supposed to do. But because they are not obedient to God's will, when the desires of the flesh override the desires of goodness, they give in and continue to follow their flesh as opposed to God, and their self-control is wrapped in their own selfishness (a selfishness they've had to begin with). His comment shouldn't be "in my eyes" or "in the eyes of others" if he was living in the Spirit. His comment should have been "In the eyes of God".
-The Trembling Man: 
    -No seriously. The Rapture is serious stuff. Being unprepared for the second coming of Christ is a terrifying concept, and is plenty enough of a nightmare. He describes the horrors of the end times in great detail, and from a Puritan perspective, instilling this fear in new Christians is a legit thing to do to keep them from straying off the path. It's generally the point with the biggest impact, and is often saved for the end of the conversation with new Christians as not to alarm them.

