10th Grade notes from the past:
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-Review Good Writing Techniques for your poems
-Lit book: Pg. 92 - 94
-Allusion: "A reference within a written work to something outside it" (Horton, Hess, 1989). 
-Your work in this exercise should "allude" to knowledge that is understood by a large portion of the population.
-G.K. Chesterson's "The Donkey" is a great example of taking a usual attitude/perspective on one thing and using it to reference a famous story (Palm Sunday). 
-Tell a story. Our sole purpose in this class is to communicate. 
-Make sure our mass poem is written down somewhere: 
Socks
The stench of wool after three years' use
They keep my feet warm and toasty.
So fluffy & light, 
Fill my feet with delight-
They radiate on a day
Like today...
And reek like the German Souffle.

Log Cabin
Log Cabin burns
Crackles through the air
Fire spreads to the forest
Animals flew away.
        All that remains
        are ashes.

Homework:
-Free verse poem (on anything in any shape)
-I AM poem (use examples of Allusion)

References:
Horton, R. (1989). Elements of literature for christian schools. Greenville, SC: Bob Jones University Press.
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-Specificity in your work is important. Sometimes, you can say everything you want summed up in one word.
-Always reduce before you add more. This keeps balance.
-Tongue Twisters: Make one up yourself, I dare ya! Two points on your quiz if you bring a homemade Tongue Twister. ;) 
-I realize that forcing Alliteration onto this assignment limits you, but do not forget we must stretch our creativity to include ideas outside of our comfort zone, and sometimes, outside of ourselves. 
-Eliciting emotion does not mean being dramatic. Emotions are raw and powerful; do not milk them.
-In-class activity: Word Poem - Cinquain 

Homework:
-Finish Word Poem
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Image Poem!
-Pictures have details. Details are comprised of the senses. You could write a poem using one sense or using all five; but it's important to attach these senses to saying something important. Otherwise, we just have pretty words and descriptions - a poem of adjectives. <-- That's a no no!
-These poems are strong. Make sure you do them justice with strong verbs. 
-Be observant to the smallest detail. Make sure the details support the story, and that they are not the whole story. 
-Save your photo - you'll need to have it for your poetry book. 

Homework: Work on your image poem. Below is the PowerPoint for the class that day with different images for you to use.





	image_poem.pptx


Download File
1/30

Sonnet!
-Rhyme format for a sonnet is:
a
b
a
b
c
d
c
d
e
f
e
f
g
g

-Uses u/' (unstressed, stressed) for each line. 
-Iambic Pentameter: Each line has five feet. Two syllables per feet. That makes 10 syllables per line.

Class notes:
-Shakespeare wrote 154 sonnets.
-There is a lot of uncertainty in his work; many theories that it wasn't even his work. But we know it was him.
-Dedication in his book of sonnets is unclear. The initials W. H. could likely stand for one of two people: 1) William Herbert, 3rd Earl of Pembroke, or 2) Henry Wriothesley, 3rd Earl of Southampton. 
-His sonnets are dramatic with a great sense of story - this is what we're getting at with our sonnets.
-They are autobiographical in nature. It could be Shakespeare himself who wrote them, or a character he created that the poems are about. 
-Synedoche. Not 'sin-eh-doe-chee'. It's 'sinec-toe-key'. Ms. Levine will never forget that.
Definition: Accepting the part as the whole. 
Examples: Describing the whole car as "wheels", or calling workers "hands". 
-Metonymy is the grander scale that synedoche is a part of. 
Definition: A thing or idea that is not called by its own name, but by some other name closely related. 
Example: A dish (not a plate, but the food).

Homework:
-None - it's Wednesday!
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Limerick!
-This poem is 5 lines
-39 syllables
-Comedic in nature
-Irish in origin 
-Rhyme and meter: aa,bb,a. In lines:
a (9 syllables)
a (9 syllables)
b (6 syllables)
b (6 syllables)
a (9 syllables) 

-Find the rhythm, and remember that it is Anapest - three syllables per foot. A Limerick has three feet. Therefore, there are nine syllables for each 'a' line, and to meet the 39 syllable requirement, the two 'b' lines are six syllables. (See above.)
-Stay away from the cliche "There once was..." 

Homework: 
-Finish working on your sonnet from Wednesday. It's due Monday. 
Requirements:
-14 lines (from 14 or less life experiences)
-Iambic pentameter
-Mark the unstressed, stressed syllables
-Rhyme structure: abab, cdcd, efef, gg.
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No school...for some strange reason.

Haiku will be covered Monday. Take the opportunity this weekend to revise your poems and start putting the rest of your book together. My expectations and the rubric are listed below. If you have any other questions, please e-mail me at crayola_kristy@rocketmail.com.

Homework: 
-Study for Tuesday's quiz from class notes
-Put together parts of your book. 

Here are the requirements, as well as the rubric for the poetry project. This should help you refine your work. 




	Poetry Book Rubric & Guide


Download File


11th Grade past notes

Monday [2/4]

-2 hour delay
-Workshop poems in class
-Remember to focus on the story instead of just capturing the scene. 

Homework:
-Catch up poems.

Tue – [2/5]

Haiku!

See PPT for all notes on Haiku.

Homework: 
-Study for quiz on literary terms. 
-Revise poems

Wednesday [2/6]

We critiqued each others' poems and made sure our Haikus were finished. We also took down notes for the creative elements of our poetry book. 

Homework:
-None - it's Wednesday! But you should study because your quiz was moved to tomorrow. Here are the things you will be quizzed on:

-Literary terms
  -Allusion
  -Alliteration
  -Metaphor, personification & simile.
  -Synedoche 
  -Onomatopeia

-Types of poems
  -Cinquain
  -Sonnet
  -Haiku
  -Limerick 
-Line structure (meter)
-Rhyme pattern
-Feet
Thursday [2/7]

Quiz! 

Be prepared!




If you owe me a poem for your grade, it must be in to me or Mrs. Widener no later than noon on Monday so that it may be counted in this past six weeks. Please e-mail it to me if you cannot get it to me before then.

Below is your Poetry Book Rubric & guide that you will need this weekend as you're putting your Book together. Remember, it's due Tuesday of next week for a test grade.
We did worksheets in class today, went over missing work, and discussed your sonnets further. Remember, you daily grade for the sonnet is exempt, but your sonnet is NOT exempt from your test book.

Homework:
-Finish your Poetry Book. We will start Our Town on Monday. 
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We started the play Our Town today, part I of Act I. After assigning roles, (which I assume you've got recorded somewhere), we read dramatically in class, (which you all did a fantastic job with), and took some notes on elements of plays.

Four elements of a play:
-Plot
-Character
-Setting
-Theme

We talked a lot about the setting & the characters.
-Setting entails time, place, and elements of culture.

Setting in Our Town:
-Small town America
-No scenery 
-No curtain
-Takes place in the year 1901
-Culture is uniquely small town, but can apply to the North, the South, or any other small town place in this country. 

Thoughts:
Universal = something that applies to everyone.
-Everybody knows everybody
-The only scenery: tables and chairs, with some trellises for gardens. ("For those who need scenery")
-4th Wall: invisible wall between the audience & the actors. [The Stage Manager wants the audience to be familiar with stage activity]
-Typical American families

Differences:
Gibbs: More laid back; Webbs: More strict

Similarities: 
-Kids are the same age & talk about the same things, and get up at the same time and go through the same routines
-Houses are identical
-Routines are identical for the kids & the adults
-Social lives are pretty much in the same category, even if positions are different. 

Homework:
-None.
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We read the second part of Act I in Our Town. Here are the notes from class:

Cultures
-Blue grass
-Hillbilly (Southern)
-Small town Yankee
-Boonies - Cajun 

-Many American readers could identify with Joe Cromwell dying in WWI later on. Many families suffered this fate.

Uniquely "M'erican":
-Gossip about the teacher
-Good friends; kids talk about school & money/allowance
-Mrs. Gibbs dreams about Europe
-Louisiana Purchase/Monroe doctrine - American history

Homework:
None due tomorrow; Take home Character Analysis sheet and start working on it as you read about your character. Due Friday.
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We read in class & discussed theatre vocabulary.

Universal: Something that applies to everyone.
Setting: Time and place (& cultures)
House: Audience seating
Upstage: Behind the actor
Downstage: Towards audience
Stage Right: To the right of the actor
Stage Left: To the left of the actor
The 4th Wall: The invisible separation between audience and actors
Props: Things on stage actors use to make the story more real
Stage direction: Author's physical direction for actors
Ellipses: ...Drifting pause
Rural savant: Knows a lot about the back country
Plot: Story line; what happens in the story
Character: People in the play/story
Theme: Higher meaning; overall ideas
Hitching post: Tie up/park the horse
Sentinel: Newspaper
Transition: Moving from one scene/story to another smoothly
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We read in class today. Here are some notes to take down:

-Choir starts singing: this is a transition from stage manager "preaching" to second story
-George & Emily = <3 (This means much for the Gibbs & Webb families)
-Dr. Gibbs is concerned about his family, but is also concerned about appearances (When they discuss the drunk choir director - "Some people aren't fit for small town life")
-Everyone tolerates Simon (the drunk choir director): conflict messes with their American lifestyle.
-These people are not used to change & unChristian behavior (Mr. Webb offers to walk with him)
-"We don't know how that'll end" --> everyone's concern about Simon.

Transitions:
-Music
-Lights
-Characters

Ellipses = drifting pause

Repeated thoughts: 
*The moon: represents the night, dreams
*"We don't know how that'll end." --> possible foreshadowing
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