A paper on Desiree’s Baby, by Kate Chopin. 
Paragraph:


In Desiree’s Baby, the sense of irony is painful by the end.  Armand's hatred for his wife because of the color of their baby is thwarted by the unnoticed letter he reads from his mother to his father: “Armand will never know that his mother, who adores him, belongs to the race that is cursed with the brand of slavery” (Chopin 47).  He is what he despises. Although he has banished the mother of his child to wander lost and broken, he coldly feels little remorse and intends to continue the Aryan race in foolish ignorance. 

Strong examples of his racism provide the foreground for the irony in the end, but even stronger is the relationships with Armand when the baby is thought to be a strong, white continuance of Armand’s bloodline. The couple begins with a loving relationship. There is enthusiasm for a family with a respectable name. Armand even pines for this child daily as evidenced by the fact that “...he hasn't punished one of them—not one of them—since baby is born” (Chopin 30). When we see the wrenching decline that leads to Desiree's departure into certain death from the Bayou, we begin to see that it is already going to end poorly. However, the irony in the fact that Armand’s mother is of black ancestry adds an extra wrench to the gut, as well as a sense of total depression that every woman he tries to have a child with will always produce a black baby… and will always be treated in the same way as Desiree.
